
community. During the summer  

we purchased childrenõs bouncy 

inflatables which were set up on 

most Sunday and Wednesday 

mornings for playtime. The 

òbounciesó attracted lots of chil-

dren and some new families to 

our church. 

In 2009 we rejoiced at the  

overwhelming ministry  success 

of several FBC-sponsored mis-

sions and ministries, including 

Fresh Paint Outreach Ministries, 

who were called into a ministry  

focused on Native Americans. 

Looking forward, in the fall  

we voted to approve the search 

for an associate pastor. We de-

sire that everyone be in prayer 

over this matter, asking God to 

send us the right individual to 

minister to the needs of our 

church and this very special com-

munity we call home.    

2009 was an incredible year in 

the life of our church as our  

gracious Lord exceedingly blessed 

our church family! We were given 

a multitude of gifts unquestionably 

handed down from above. Child-

ren were baptized, witnessing was 

done in the community, both 

young and old grew in knowledge 

and faith, and we received assur-

ance that regardless of challenging 

economic times, our God is more 

than faithful to provide for all our 

needs. 

Our churchõs small groups 

and ministry teams were pro-

vided with great opportunities to 

witness. For example, many small 

groups worked on projects in-

tended to aid our community, 

volunteers continued teaching 

children during the òMomõs Cof-

fee Breakó class, and in Decem-

ber we set up several Christmas 

ògiving treesó in our foyer to 

benefit our neighbors in need. 

Other highlights from the year 

included a high level of adult and 

youth participation during out-

reach activities that included VBS, 

the November Car Rally, and the 

Live Nativity.  

In 2009 our churchõs new 
addition, a.k.a the òGreat Room,ó 

was completed, with the space 

being used by numerous groups 

from within our church and the 

Welcome From FBCõs 

Council Chair, Ed Gallatin  

Those reading this annual  

report may recall a television 

program (and a couple of movies 

that followed) that began with 

the line, òYour mission, should you 

choose to accept it, ...ó Funny how 

these words stick as a catch 

phrase in our mind. There is 

another phrase that all of us 

attending FBC should readily be 

able to recall, which is, òWe exist 

to make followers of Jesus 

Christ.ó This is our mission as 

paraphrased from our Lord Jesus 

Christ in his Great Commission 

to his followers recorded in  

Matthew 28:19-20. You will note 

that the Bible does not give us 

the option of accepting the mis-

sion or not!  

Success with our mission 

comes through the relationships 

we build, beginning with our 

relationship with Jesus Christ, 

and then spreading outward 

among the people of our world.  

As you work your way through 

this report, please give some 

thought to how you might part-

ner with one of our ministry 

teams or a small group and enjoy 

becoming a part of pursuing this 

exciting mission that has been 

assigned to us all!    
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Our Mission:  We 

Exist To Make 

Followers of Jesus 

Christ  - -Matthew 

28:18-20 

2009  

STATISTICS:  

¶ Membership:  293  

¶ New Members 

Added in 2009: 10  

¶ Average Sunday 

Attendance:  238  

¶ Number of  

Baptisms: 12,  

of which 4 were 

children  

OUR GOALS :  TO CONNECT, GROW, SERVE & LEAD 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF 

ANACORTES (FBC)  

2009 ANNUAL REPORT  
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òRemember, the Bible is 

God-breathed and is useful 

for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in 

righteousness, so that the 

man of God may be 

thoroughly equipped for 

every good work.ó  

2 Timothy 3:16-17 
òGrowingó People to be Like 

Jesus Through Our Small Group Studies 

Throughout the year our 

church offers two Sunday wor-

ship services designed to meet 

the needs of the congregation 

and our community. The 

òtraditional styleó 9:00 a.m. 

service is followed by a 10:45 

a.m. òcontemporary styleó 

service, with an informal fel-

lowship period between the 

two gatherings.   

FBCõs Worship ministry 

team oversees and leads the 

music during the Sunday wor-

ship services. With the aim of 

leading the music òwith excel-

lence and reverenceó to our 

Lord, each week this team 

spends countless hours pre-

paring for the task. Working in 

coordination with the Pastor, 

the Worship team leads the 

congregation in adoration and 

worship with music that is 

purposefully and thoughtfully 

tailored to the tastes and wor-

ship styles of our congregation.  

The team is comprised of a 

relationship with Jesus is and 

the importance of our friend-

ships with each other. Small 

groups are open to those from 

within the church and outside 

it and are available to all age 

groups (kids, teens, singles, 

couples, adults). 

With the exception of a 

four-week church-wide study 

held in October (Willow 

Creek Community Churchõs 

òJust Walk Across the Roomó), 

small groups choose their own 

topic or book of study. Over-

seen by a newly formed small 

group steering committee, 

groups meet at their leisure, 

gathering at membersõ homes 

or at the church on a weekly 

or bi-weekly basis.   

Small groups meeting in 

2009 included those involved 

in Sunday School classes, Tues-

day evening youth groups, 

Women's Ministries Bible stud-

ies, Thursday morning men's 

studies, the Wednesday a.m. 

Moms Coffee Break, and a 

number of home-based small 

group studies.  

At FBC, appreciating the 

value of small group fellowship, 

we stress the importance of 

getting involved in a small 

group Bible study. These 

groups serve as an essential 

means for personal spiritual 

growth. We believe that Chris-

tians will develop into spiritual 

maturity by being active in a 

small group where they study 

Godõs Word, fellowship, pray, 

share, and care for each other. 

It is in small groups that 

we discover how vital our 

First Service Worship Team  

F I R S T  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H  O F  A N A C O R T E S  ñ  2 0 0 9  A N N U A L  R E P O R T  

dedicated group of singers and 

musicians of all ages and musi-

cal backgrounds, and sound 

quality is ensured by individuals 

operating behind the scenes in 

our sound booths.   

"Praise be to you, 0 Lord, 

God of our father Israel, from 

everlasting to everlasting. 

Yours, O Lord, is the greatness 

and power and the glory and 

the majesty and the splendor, 

for everything in heaven and 

earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, 

is the kingdom; you are  

exalted as head over all. 

Wealth and honor come from 

you; you are the ruler of all 

things. In your hands are 

strength and power to exalt 

and give strength to all. Now, 

our God, we give you thanks, 

and praise your glorious 

name."  

(1 Chronicles 29:10-13) 

òConnectingó People to Jesus with Our Worship  

The Kings Class 



òServingó People in the Name of Jesus Through Community 

P A G E  3   

Understanding that we are 

called to òbear each otherõs burdens, 

so fulfilling the law of Christó 

(Galatians 6:2), serving our commu-

nity is a major focus at Anacortes 

First Baptist. Outreach is not just 

limited to reaching out to our 

neighbors with the life-saving Gos-

pel message, it also involves show-

ing them we love them in the name 

of Christ! It means reaching outside 

our church walls and into the 

streets by helping out where we 

can. We have discovered that we 

can serve as "the hands and feet of 

Jesus" by assisting our neighbors in 

caring for their basic needs (e.g., 

working at food collection sites and 

at the local hospital), obtaining 

necessities (e.g., collecting materials 

for a shelter, organizing community 

blood drives), showing we care to 

those in distress (e.g., working with 

prison ministries), caring for com-

munity resources (e.g., cleaning up 

our local parks), and showing love 

and hospitality to those around us 

(e.g., through community-focused 

programs and events). Outreach 

efforts in 2009 included: 

¶ Two community blood drives. 

¶ Donation of diapers, infant 

clothing, wipes, etc., to Island 

Hospitalõs Prenatal Care Center. 

¶ Clothing donations given to a 

mother with three children 

during the Christmas season. 

¶ Financial counseling and clothing 

donations offered to a family in 

need with a newborn infant. 

 

¶ The renovation of the small house on our church property 

(formerly known as the òyouth houseó) for the purpose of 

renting it as temporary housing to those in distress. 

¶ The assembling of Easter baskets to be given to our com-

munityõs homeless or otherwise distressed children. 

¶ An event to support the Anacortes Family Center. 

¶ Setting up Christmas ògiving treesó in the church foyer for 

collecting donations to aid several community organiza-

tions. 

 

Jesus to the children of our com-

munity; to help them build healthy 

relationships with other Christians; 

to teach them to obey Godõs direc-

tion for their lives; to learn the joy 

of serving Him; and to learn the joy 

of surrendering their lives to Him.  

2009 was a year of change within 

the ministry. Our attendance of 

children dropped by approximately 

ten over the course of the year, but 

an average of 28 children, 2nd 

through 6th grades, attended 

weekly Sunday School. Though 

turnout often fluctuated, some of 

this fluctuation was due to the jun-

ior high/high school Sunday School 

being temporarily can-

celled in late June fol-

lowing the resignation 

of our Youth Director, 

Courtney Powell. In 

December, the Sunday 

morning 9:00 a.m. 2- 

and 3-year old class was 

temporarily cancelled 

due to low attendance. 

Sunday School 
classes for kids age 4 through 

grade 4 are now combined at the beginning of the Sunday 

School hour for a rousing òsing togetheró and a Bible story. 

Following the opening activities, children are separated into 

classrooms for age-appropriate study.   

 

Through our partnership with 

FBCõs families, area schools, and 

youth groups, our Childrenõs Minis-

tries team focuses on providing 

opportunities that lead children 

into a vibrant, life-changing relation-

ship with Jesus Christ. The ministry 

provides assistance to parents in 

the spiritual nurture and develop-

ment of their children through 

programs designed to instill a basic 

understanding of God and spiritual 

truth which revolves around Jesus 

Christ and His Word.   

In 2009, Childrenõs Ministries 
leaders had five goals for the pro-

gram:  to communicate the love of 

Childrenõs Ministries 

Live Nativity at the FBC  

November SonShine!  

Studio GO! VBS  


